
0 1 / 1 9 / 2 0 0 6  0 7 : 4 7  FAX 2023262558  FTC SAT 4 a 0 0 2 / 0 0 6  

January 13, 2006 

$-.= y % 
UNITED STATES DEPARllUlENT OF COMMERCE 

Hampton Newsome, Attorney 
Division of Enforcement 
U.S. Federal Trade Commission 
601 New Jersey Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20580 

@ 
"hnr o( 

Telephone: (202) 326-2889 
Fax: (202) 326-2558 

National Institute of Standards and Trhnology 
Gathersburg, Maryland 20899- 

Re: Proposed regulation (G/TBT/USA/151) regarding energy consumption and 
water use of certain home appliances and other products required under the energy 
policy and conservation act (Appliance Labeling Rule) - - Comments from China 

Dear Mr. Newsorne, 

As the U.S. Inquiry Point under the World Trade Organization Agreement on 
Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) we are submitting, for consideration, the attached 
comments received from the Administration for Quality Supervision, Inspection and 
Quarantine (AQSIQ), People's Republic of China. A copy of these comments is also 
being sent to you by mail. 

You may contact me directly at 301-975-4036 or contact Anne Meininger, Team 
Leader, by e-mail: anne.meinqer@nist.qov or ncsci@nist.qov call 301-975-2921/- 
4040. 

Thank you ! 

Regards, 
Brenda U&ger 

USA WTO TBT Inquiry Point 
National Center for Standards and Certification Information 
National Institute of Standards and Technology 
100 Bureau Drive, MS-2160 
Gaithersburg, MD 20899-2160 
Telephone: 301-975-4040 or 301-975-2921 
Fax: 301-926-1559 
Email: ncsci@nist.gov or anne.meininger@nist.gov 
Internet: httD://www.nlst.aov/ncscl/ 

Attachment 
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Com~ilents of China on USA Notification 

C;/TBT/NNSA/lS 1 

Dear Sir or Mada11.r. 

Enclosed please find the cutnments (>I' China on tlie United States' notificalio~l 
circulated by W'I'O as follows: 

G/TBTN/USA/lj 1 Rule concerning disclosures regarding cnelgy consumption 
and water usc or certain holilc appliances and other products required under the 
energy policy and conscrva[ion act ("Appliance I.iibeling Rulc") Atlva~lccd Nolice Of 
Proposed Rulemaking (ANPR) 

-l%c comments are in I;nglish and Chinesc. 

Please acknowledge receipt of the comments by e-mail to tht($iiqsiq.gov.cn. 

Thank you veiy rnuch in ;tdva~lcr: Ibr yo.~ir consideratio11 of  our comments. 

Best regal-ds 

Guo 1,ishalg 
Deputy Ilirectol- (icncral 
China WTOf rBI' Natio~lal Notikication & lkquiry Center 
No. 9 Ma Dian IJung Lu. tlai 1)ian IJisrricl, Bci.jin:; 
Pas1 Code: 100088 
Tel: 86-1 0-822606 1 1 /06 1 8 
Fax:86-10-82263348 
E-mail: ~r<i~a~isicr. ,cov.c~~ 
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China W'rC)/TBT National Notification & Enquiry Center 

Nn.7. M a  I)i;m 1)nn~ Avc. H n i  I.)it111 I>islricl. Rciji~>g. <Ihin;~. 'rel: 86 10 U72h I)(> 18 Fm:X6 10 8226 2448 

FAX 
- - 

Fax:  -i~(1301)92h1559 

T ~ I :  + ( I  301) 975 40 40 1 , 

I Certification Infomiation I E-mail: ncsci(@.~,inist.gov I 
TO: 

National Center For Stiuidnrds and 

Techno logy 

Btdg. 820. Room 164 

Gaithersburg, MU 10899 ---- 

Copies: - - - 

Permanent Mission of P.R. o f  China to I---- 
I Administration Tor Qualily Supervision. 1 E-mail. wto~~aqsiq.gov.en I 

and Quarantine. P.R.C. 
-- - .. 

Deparhncnt for Supervision +86 1 0 82260 176 i 
111spec.tion. AQSJQ ofl'.R.Cliinrt t -.-.-.---- - ( E-lsni I: y eipws@@aqsi,gqgov.cn 

From: 

China W T O m T  National Notificalioll 
& E~lquiry Ccnler, Standard and 

Regulation Researching Center, AQSTQ, 

P.R.China. . - - 
Subject: 

1kl: 86- 10-822606 18 

F 86- 10-82302448 

E-mail: tbt~cjlaqsicl.gov.cn 

1 Comments of China on US Notification CiTBT/N/USA/151 I 
I Rule conccrnil~g disclos~~rcs rcgnrtling energy cc>nsumption and water use of certain 11o1ne I 
I sppliu~ces and olher prnducts required wider [he energy policy and eaaewalion act I I ("Appliance l,:~hcling Rulc") hdvat~ced N o h  OfPruposed Rulelnnking (ANPR) 1 -- - --- - --Pa--- - 
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COMMENIS OF CHINA ON USA NOTIFlCATION 

Rule concerning discl(~sc~rzs r.e;arCling energy consumprion and water use of  certain honic 

appliances and othel- l irotl~~cts wrluired undn- the energy policy and conservalion act ("Appliaricc 

L,ahcling liutc") Ailvanccd Notice Of Proposed Rvlcmaking (ANPK) 

We woklid like to thank the I.111ircd Stares of America for providing tllc opportunity to comment on 

G/TBT/N/USA/I 5 5.  

I. Thc hmlt reg~~laticln pl.ovitled ;in thc notilication prvsc~tlxs: labels for nrost npplinaces nlust 

provide the estilna~etl annll;ll rrpe~-;~linl: cost Ibr the producr Manufncl~rrcrs must calculate these 

costs by using national avil.;lgc rosl figures Ibr energy (c.g.. electricity, natural gas. eto.) published 

by the Deparbncnt ol' Etlcixy i1)OE). I-lowevcr, lo  csiimatc thc annual opernfing cost requires 

determi~iation 01- the hours of LISC of rclatctl produrts and the cc>rresponding capacity related 111 

different phase or hc1111.s. For difkrcrit users and usages wirh dilrerent properties or under different 

environments, their llours ot' ltrc ;II~ tlic cnrrespoilding cnpucity are quitc different At the sllrnc 

time, the cdculnticw p;rrillncrcrs ~ h e r ~ o f  change lather quickly (s~rch as the price'of water, 

electricity. gas anti ctc.). I~ILIS c;lllse Ilie value changing frequently. In a word. the cstimald 

operating cnsl is an ~rr idu~crminak para~iieter. And i t s  frequent variiihility will make the 

manufac~urers o f  !he CUVL.I.~JI~ pro~I~c!s I.irquently aodirying h e  labels o f  products alld then are 

impilsed ndditio~lal p~nduc:lic?n cod. Acc~lrcling to thc Afliclc 2.2 o f  WTO/TBT Agreement: 

Merirhcrs. sl~ull et~wrc. / / t ~ / (  / ~ ~ r . h ~ k ~ l  ~.egu/ctlio~r.r irrc nrrl / > r q ? c . r m / ,  rrrt'oplecl or- applied wirh n view 

10 or 1,1#ith ilw t!$ic~ of' criv~/itrg /~t~tt~~c~~!.v.vm~~~ ob,v~~~c-le.~ 10 ~T~/C~I~~~ZOIIU/ frdc.  FOJ. ih1.v ptfr/~o.w, 

technicnl rcgz~lu[ior~s .s/~LI// r/r)/ hc,  rnrJrp /nt~dc-rc.rtric~/i~~c //ran necrssar:v fo . / i~/ / iN u iegitinralc 

objective. tuking ctr.c,nrnr/ ~! f ' / / / t r  ~i .~k , r  11r11i~/irIfilb11er7/ n'o~rlll cr-cote. So, we sriggest [hat you label 

the energy co~~scrvarion cor~dition IICIII~ protlucts in irccor~lilnce w ~ l h  the Energy Eficie~lcy Ratio 

(EER). 

2. Tile standards ofs~lcrgy cllicicuc.y jtrclgmcnt rnr i~l l  kinds o f  prcdr~cts are d i f fcrc~i~.  For exiunplc. 

the room ilir condiIio~ier'> sIro\\, c r ~ c ~ ~ y  etficicncy infoniintio~~ Ihr~>ugh all ERR. rcf~igerator labels 

contail1 energy usc inlhrrn;~t~<in (~I'ki1ownt1-[lours pcs ycill; and the clothcs washer lebels itre evcn 
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involved with the coris~~nipl~c?n or\ri~ter ICa spucir~l cncrgy consurnplion judgrnenl method i s  used 

for the label orany pl.oduct, i t  i s  too professional acid complicated for the common consumers and 

inconvenien~ to be rnerr~c~~~lzcil Wc rrconinicnd that ;I unifornl nicthod bc used to lesl the products 

and then release Llicir el,crgy cfficicr~cy ratings a.5 a replacelnent o f  Ihe special enelgy efficiency 

judgment nlngc of  prcicluc~s. I:ol- inst.a~ice. a st iu  nling is adopted to label the energy cficiency, 

and the system of 5 or 6 stars arc used ~rnifclrrnty, the tnaxinlurn rating (e.g.  6 stars) applies to the 

most c~ic~y-savrcrji prcldircl nrrlclng all the products In Ihr .~iimc v;llegory. llrics it i s  easy tcl hc 

understood by consu1tiel.s. 1-or thc "estimated n~lnual operating cost information" required lo be 

marked an the curcent 1irlx.ls sinoc the consumers don't nlwitys pay altcniion to them, (he data 

usually can't be pirfcrahly appliccl for tlic coniparison wilh like products. even if this opemling 

cost information I-ellects il sl?ccial cn~~dilion. So, we suggcst that the data of operating cost is 

regalded only as a refercncc criterion. no[ as the ma,jor content o f  a label. 


